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SFiteyMv"*'"* = "> Pf«s. force, or 

j|^riz.^l\ n (1824) : a professional boxing match - prize- 
atog\.in\n(1720): ^boxing 

,Kor\ n, ereAaic (1 599) : one that contends for a nri,* 
St\J.ri2:.win.9r\ n (1893) : a winner of a pri« "^"^ 
Jg!!?d^™>"''' ""^ = O' o" a quality to win 

^|ffl|7n^ate<ira7pS?^'^^ 
SSkmuitivc Side or one hoMinD it CO 



prize process 937 



. an 
cons) 



jy^pi pri« Liric, ,r. prep., for — more 
_^ Of;CVidencc in affirmation <an appraisal 

pfiSiative side or one holding it 

f ?i*^d'co°n">'''" ^f"""^*-- ^ide : in affirmation <much has 
^fwpjy 11,5 c): in favor of: for 
fOVR or ad/ (1 848) : professional 

mJLpro m front of, before, for — more at fopI i . . i.- 

Bg$uWituting for <p/ocathedraO <Wa^ne5 2 1'"^ 

fffig:. championing <iJo. American) ^"^'"^^^ ^ ' f^vonng 

K,Vj)rab-3-l»-*Iis.tik\ adj (ca 1864) i . «^ i 



g'Sf4uS.yS'ite<Jiri\^;ttTo?Jc2'a°"^^^ 

J^^nna937): PROBABiLnT function, ato : proba- 

^jPrO-'V fl [Lpn*fliu/uj. gerundive of pnrfwre] (ca. 

i^"dM?°fS?Jii"J^ j -.i'""^ n«ible r«i 
^Sr- , " **P- 'Of removing obstructions from the 

IPebf^lv Vu.h™.?~S5' """"'""'"ation of the valid- 
fe«ji«e1?d'v.,iri?.^'pu?Ui4?.SMeS 
^^^&'^p^.^^^-" .He 

l^tr^ohatipn "® ^ P«"od 2 : a 

j5'cSdic?of°^^4?^^ *° invcstipte. report 
?^A'arf)(lSl^^ o 9ff«"d«rs on probation 

;^!^e)r.«or.\od/(ca. 1670): probative 



or cmtcal investiga.L : .Npu'-H^^'^S .•i'n»,p!*ok?o?ra» 

„',ot5'iV« "cretion and torc?<Sil ,&e?S« 
'T.lr'*, ^ P,™'^'u'^ " [ProAability unrt) (19^) .TS.°^f°' '^"^ 

■J?„k!?**''.: H""CHTNESS ira^^ HONS??^ '° Principles 
Jf.l'?f^d^o^e'f^^^^ 

tubular processes (as the suckine nr\r«„ «f^K 5?^^*"* cxtens ble 
of an invertebrate ^ * butterfly! of the oral region 

CmHmN^Oj of para-aminobcnzoic actS^^/«f . l * a basic ester 
chfon^cusedasSlocaJantSthetic ' crystalline hydro- 

pitKam-bi-um \(')pr6-'kam-be-3m\ n f NI 1 ft R7<^ 

sstX^fxW^^ p™ v«i.'a'-;,ru«°'i'^?;;: 

cathedral ^■Pf°■'''-^ne-dr^l\ r (1868) : a pansh chureh used as a 
pro«e.dur.al \prs-"sei-(3-)raI\ adi (tSMt . «f « ■ • 

»?£J<:^T .f a^t.^.iSSIS"""^"'^^^^^^ 

b : PROTOCOL 3a iraainonaj or cstabhshed way of doing things 

ir'&Vr^ 'r t'o^o"Sfl'SrL" = "4"^^^ 
beginand'iMrryon an iti<S^or<Ss? ^^^„'^"'«^ 3 i^.-to 

things said or done transaction 5 : an official record of 

„«ed on or naTthe front of%\e^i'd"*^ ' '°™"8- "r situ- 

'^^^vi^&tTjk.^^^ .t'lt-f'] (.926) : the 

body cavity of a copcpod "P^worms that develops usu. in the 



, body cavity of a copcpod 

1 a : PROGRESS. ADVANCE^ b^TomJulS^ of prvcedere] OZ] 

: a natural phenomenon marked i^ ari^?.li u*^"' proceeding 2 a 
particular i?sult <thc - of 2Stt?^>®^ changes that lead toward a 
Hons conducing to an end «p ^ a continun^IT? °^ oP««- 
esp, in manufaSure 3 a t/fe wh^* nn^.^^ operation or treathTcnt 
action b: the summons? maSda^e. or wri^^ 
the appearance of the deftiidant fn a iJit^lL^y * ^^i*?*^ «""P«I 
^* 2 P'-oniincnt or priitW^rt of an n^S'"^'*"'^ "^^^^ 
^structure <a bone ^) s : Sconk ^ organism or organic 

^"^kcolValummlL't^S^^ PROSEon^ b (I) 



\;.\ abat \^ kitten. F table \5r\ further \a\ash U\«ce v«x 
\au\ont \ch\chin \c\bet \e\easv \<.rl v. !) \«\«>t' cart 




54 action • adagio 

section Vak-shMi\ n (14c) 1 : a proceeding in a court of justice by 
which one demands or enforces one's right 2 : the hnnging about ol 
an alteration by force or through a natural agency 3 : the manner or 
method of performing: a : the deportment of an actor or speaker or 
his expression by means of altitude, voice, and gesture b : the style ot 
movement of the feet and legs (as of a horse) c : a function of the 
body or one of its parU 4 : an act of will 5a: a thing done : deed 
b : the accomplishment of a thing usu. over a period of time, in stages, 
or with the possibility of repetition <an the product and expression 
of exerted force — Thomas Carlyle) c pi : behavior, conduct (un- 
scrupulous '^s> d : INITIATIVE. ENTERPRISE <a man of T^) 6 a lU 
: an engagement between troops or ships (2) : combat m war (gallan- 
try in b (I) : an event or series of events forming a htcrarv com- 
position (2) : the unfolding of the events of a drama or work of fiction 
: PLOT (3) : the movement of incidents in a plot c : the combination 
of circumstances that constitute the subject matter of a painting or 
sculpture 7 a : an operating mechanism b : the manner in which a 
mechanism operates 8 a : the price movement and trading volume 
of a commodity, security, or market b : the process of betting includ- 
ing the offering and acceptance of a bet and determination of a winner 
9 : the most vigorous, productive, or exciting activity in a particular 
field, area, or group (they itch to go where the ^ is — D. J. Henahan> 
ac'tion^le Vak-sh(3-)n3-b3l\ adj (1591) : subject to or affording 
ground for an action or suit at law — ac»tion»ably \-ble\ adv 
ac-tioivless Vak-shan-IasX adj (1817): marked by inaction : immobile 
action painting n (1952) : abstract expressionism marked csp. by the use 
of spontaneous techniques (as dribbling, splattering, or smearing) 
action painter n i 
action potential n (1926) : a momentary change in dectncal potential 
(as between the inside of a nei^e cell and the extracellular medium} 
that occurs when a cell or tissue has been activated by a stimulus 
ac*ti*Tate \'ak-t3-,vat\ vb -yat^* -yat-tng v( (1626) : to make active or 
more active: as a (1) : to make (as molecules) reactive or more reac- 
tive (2) : to convert (as a provitaipin) into a biologically active denva; 
tive b- : to make (a substance) radioactive, luminescent, photosensi- 
tive, or photoconductive c : to treat (as carbon or alumina) so as to 
improve adsorptive properties d : to aerate (sewage) so as to favor the 
growth of organisms that decompose organic matter e (I) : to set up 
or formally institute (as a military unit) with the necessary personnel 
and equipment (2) : to put (ah individual or unit) on active duty vi 
: to become active — ac-ti-va-tion \^k-t3-'va-sh3n\ n — ac«ti.Ta«tor 
Vak-t»-|Vat-3r\ n ^ ' , 

activated carbon n (1921) : a highly adsorbent powdered or granular 
carbon made usu. by carbonization and chemical activation and used 
chiefly for purifying by adsorption — called also activated charcoal 
activation analysis n (ca. 1949) : analysis to determine chemical de- 
ments in a material by bombarding it with neutrons to produce radio- 
active atoms whose radiations are characteristic of the elements present 
activation energy n (1940) : the minimum amount of energy required to 
convert a normal stable molecule into a reactive molecule 
ac^tive \'ak-tiv\ adj [ME, fr, MF or L; MF actif, fr. L activus, fr. actus. 
pp. of agere to drive, do — more at agent] (14c) 1 : charactenzed by 
action rather than by contemplation or speculation 2 : productive of 
action or movement 3 a of a verb form or voice : asserting that the 
person or thing represented by the grammatical subject performs the 
action represented by the verb ihits in "he hits the ball" is b : ex- 
pressing action as distinct from mere existence or state 4 : quick in 
physicd movement : lively 5 : marked by vigorous activity : busy 
(the stock market was 6 : requiring vigorous action or exertion 
<~ sports) 7 : having practical operation or results : effective <an 
law) 8 a : dispcKwa to action : energetic ('^ interest) b : en- 
gaged in an action or activity <an ~ club member) 9 : engaged in 
full-time service esp. in the armed forces duty) 10 : marked by 
present operation, transaction, movement, or use ('^ account) 11 a 
: capable of acting or reacting : activated <~ nitrogen) ('^ charcoal> 
b : tending to progress or to cause degeneration ('^ tuberculosis) c 
: exhibiting optic^ activity d of an electronic element : capable of 
controlling voltages or currents e : reduiring the expenditure of en- 
ergy <~ calcium ion uptake) 12 : still eligible to win the pot in poker 
13 : moving down the line : visiting in the set — used of coupl^ in 
contredanses or square dances — active n — ac>t»ve-ly adv — ac>tive- 

ness n . . • • ^ 

active immunity n (1911) : usu. long-lasting immunity that is acquired 
through production of antibodies within the organism in response to 
the presence of antigens — compare passive IMMUNITY 

active transport n (ca. 1963) : movement of a chemical substance by the 
expenditure of energy through a gradient (as across a cell membrane) 
in concentration or electrical potential and opposite to the direction of 
normal diffusion , . 

ac*tiT>ism Vak-ti-,viz-3m\ n (1915) : a doctrine or practice that empha- 
sizes direct vigorous action (as a mass demonstration)^ in support 
of or opposition to one side of a controversial issue — ac-tiv-ist Vv3st\ 
nor adj — ac»tiv-is»tic \,ak-ti-'vis-tik\ at// . 

ac.tiv.i*ty \ak-*tiv-3t-e\ n. pi -ties (1 5c) 1 : the quality or state of being 
active 2 : vigorous or energetic action : liveliness 3 : natural or 
normal function: as a : a process (as digestion) that an organism 
carries on or participates in by virtue of being alive b : a similar pro- 
cess actually or potentially involving mental function; specif : an edu- 
cational procedure designed to stimulate learning by firsthand expen- 
ence 4 : an active force 5 a : a pursuit in which a person is active 
b : a form of organized, supervised, often extracurricular recreation 6 
: an organizational unit for performing a specific function; also : its 
function or duties , , 

act of GoA (1859) : an extraordinary interruption by a natural cause (as 
a flood or earthquake) of the usual course of events that experience, 
prescience, or care cannot reasonably foresee or prevent / . -i\ 

ac*to.rayH>.sin \^k-t3-'mi-»-s3n\ n [ISV acrin + + myosin\ (1942) 
: a viscous contractile complex of actin and myosin concerned together 
with ATP in muscular contraction 

ac-tor Vak-tar also -,t6(a)r\ n (1 5c) 1 : one that acts : doer 2a: one 
who represents a character in a dramatic production b : a theatncal 
performer c : one that behaves as if acting a part 3 : one that takes 
part in any affair — ac*tor*ish Vt3-rish\ adj 



act out w (161 1) 1 a : to represent in action (children act out what 
they read) b : to translate into action (unwilling to act out thar be- 
liefs) 2 : to express (as an impulse or a fantasy) directly in overt be^ 
havior without modification to comply with soaal norms 

ac-tress V'ak-trasV n ( 1 676) : a woman who is an actor 

Acts Vakts\ n pi but sin^ in constr : a book in the New Testament nar-- 
rating the beginnings of the Christian Church — called also Acts of the 

a^SjE'v-aT^MS^^ adj [ME actuel. fr MF, fr. LL octu- 

a/Ufr.Lac(«*5act](14c) l6b5:ACnvE2 « = «»st»ng m act and not 
merdy potentially b : existing in fact or reality and imagined 
Tonditioto c: not false or apparent (-costs) i r.existmg or o«:ur< 
rintt at the time : CURRENT (caught in the ^ commission of a cnme> n 

acttial cash value n (1946) : money equal to the cost of replaang lost, 
stolen, or damaged oropcrty after depreciation , t 

ac.tu.al.i'ty \^-ch»-Va5-3t.e. ^k-sh»-\ ru pi -ties (1652) 1 . »be quaK 
ity or state of being actual 2 : somethina that is actual : fact. KEAh- 
ITV (possible risks which havc becn sazed upon as actualities — l. 

alSfS.ai.ize Vak-ch(>w)3^,Uz, -sh(3-w)3-J-iz\ vb -izcd; -iz-jng w (1701) 
: to make actual ~ W : to become actual — actu^-iza-tion \^-: 
ch(3-w&-l^*za-shan, -sh(3-w)>l»-\ rt , • ^ 

ac-taTal-lTarfv Vak^h(9-w)3^Ic, -sh(3-w)3-lc; 'aks(h)-ie\ (15c) 1 : m act^ 
or in fact : really (nominally but not independait — Karfc 
Locwcnstdn) 2 : in point of fact : in truth <hc'^ spoke Latin) : 

acSSSSl Vlk.ch^'^Sc^.c-^I, -sh».\ adj (1869) 1 : of or rdating to; 
actuaries 2: rdating to statistical calculation esp. of life expectancy; 
ac*tti^*i*al*ly ve-9-le\ adv , ^ ^ " 

ac.tl^a^y Vak<h>.wer^ -sha^N ru P^'^;\f.S}^ ?^X"ci£I k. 
writer, fr. actum record — more at ACT] (1553) 1 obs : clerk. r„ 
TRAR 2 : one who calculates insurance and annuity premiums. 

^Se^^a&^IJ^t, .sh3-\ vt -at^ ;at.ing [ML actuatus, pp.^ 
acfuare. to execute, fr L actus act] (1645) 1 : to put into mechanical, 
action or motion 2 : to move to action syn see move — ac'tu^-tioit 
\^k-ch»-*wa-sh3n. -sh>-\ n ^ ' ;= j: 

ac3u4-tor \*ak-ch»-,wat-3r, -sh>\ n (ca. 1864) : one that actuates; sped/ 
: a mechanism for moving or controlling something indirectiy instead^ 

act UD vf(1903) 1 : to act in a way different from that which is normal 
or expected: as a : to behave in an unruly, recalatrant. or capricious 
manner b : show off c : to function improperiy (this type water. is 
flcrmg up again) 2 : to become active or acute after being quiescent 
(her rheumatism started to ac( up) _ . 

acu*itv \»-Tcyu-3t-e, a-\ n, pi -ines [MF acui/e. fr. OF aguete, fr. 
sharp, fr. Lccufu5l(1543) : keenness of perception : sharpness 
acu*le-ate Va-Ttyii-le-atX adj [L aculeatus having stings, fr. acuteus. 

](1661): ^— ^ * — /^;«c«..c\ 

I \3-*kyu-L ^ . ^ 

acuere] (1531) : keenness and deptli of perception. 



oguj 



of acus] (1661): having a sting (~ insects) ^j... 
acu.men \3-*kyu-m3n, 'ak-yo-manX n [L acumin-, acumen, lit., point, fr.| 
acuerel (1531) : keenness and deptli of perception, discernment, or. 
discrimination esp. in practical matters : shrewdness sya see l>&| 

acu.mi.natc Xa-ltyu-ma-natXad/ (1646) : tapering to a slender point 
acu.pres^ure Vak-(yb-.presh-3r\ n (1859) : Shiatsu ^ 
acu.punc.turc \-.p3r|(k)K;har\ n [L acus + E punctur^] (^/^^O) ; 
orig, Chinese practice of punctunng the body (as with needles) at spfr. 
cific points to cure disease or rdieve pam (as in surgery) — acn.piinfr 
tur.ist \-,p3ij(k)-ch»-r3st\ rt „,»^u^^m 
acute \»-*kyiit\ adj acut.cr; acut.cst [L acutus. pp. of a<^"««*o sharpen.^ 
fr. acus needle; akin toLacer sharp — more.at edge] (14c) 1 a um 
: characterized by sharpness or severity ('- pain) (an '- infection) ^ W 
• having a sudden onset, sharp rise, and short course iry disease; a 
: lasting a short time ('- experiments) - 2 : endingin a sl|^R PO">t^,S 
a : being or forming an angfe measuring less than 90 degrecsj'-' angW 
b : composed of acute angles (- tnangle) 3 a : mark«l by k^ 
discernment or intellectual perception esp. of subtle distinctions . PBk 
ETRATINO (an ^ thinker) b : responsive to slight impressions or sttffl§ 
uli C'^ observer) 4 : fdt, perceived, or expenenced intensely (~ d^ 
tress) 5 : seriously demanding urgent attention (an ~ "O*^ 
shortage) 6 a of an accent mark : having the form b : marKCfcj 
with an acute accent c : of the variety indicated by an acute accent rr^ 
acute.lyadv — acutcness n ^ 
svtt ACUTE. CRITICAL. CRUCIAL mean of uncertain outcome. Acuii 
stresses intensification of conditions leading to a culmination or, 
breaking point; critical adds to acute implications of immincni 
change, of attendant suspense, and of decisivaiess in the outcomes 
CRUOAL suggests a dividing of the ways and often a test or tnai i^., 
volving the^etermination of a future course or direction, syit 
addition sharp ^ . ,. . 

acyclic \(')a-'si-klik, -'sik-lik\ adj (1878) 1 : not cyclic; esp : not 
posed in cycles or whorls 2 : having an open-cham structure, e^^ 

a=c.W™N^n"[I™^ : a radical derived usu. from 

organic acid by removal of the hydroxy! from all acid |'"0"PS ^^^,^,^3 
»adVad\n,o/(/na«rib(1841) 1 : advertisement 2 2: advertisinoi* 

2adfl(l947): ADVANTAGE4 ^ 

ad- or ac- or af- or ag- or al- or ap- or as- or at- prefix [ME, f r M P. ur» 
L; MF, fr. OF, fr. t fr. ad - more at at] 1 : to : to*'*^^ " f "vl^ 
before c. /c or q (acculturation) and af- before / and ag- before « 
grade) and al- before / (afliteration) and ap- before P<°Pp^2^l"^ iihti 
Is- before s (assuasive) and at- before / (aftune) and ad- before otnp 
sounds but sometimes ad- even before one of the I>st«^ consonanjj 
(adsorb) 2 : near : adjacent to — in this sense always m the form 
(adrenal) , _ ^ ^ j:„_.: r ^ /o^nhaltf^Oi 




iAd«ni \*ad-3m\ n [ME. fr 
. man and father by Eve of < 
of man — used esp. in the i 
or Adam.i<al \-i-ki5l\ adj 
^Adam adj [Robert Adam & 
'18th century decorative st) 
lines, surface decoration, a 
lands and medallions) 
ad^a^nance \*ad-9-m3n(t)s\ ; 
ad.iMnan'Cy \-m9n-se\ n l^t 
gdam-^nd-eve V^d-s-man-N 
iad4.niant Vad-a-msnt. •,ms 
hardest metal, diamond, fr. 
"mcrly believed to be of imf 
extremdy hard substance 
sgdaiaaant adj (1535) : uns) 
: UNYIELDING sya see infl 
ad^inan*tine \«ad-9-*man-|t( 
tinus, fr. Gk adamantinos, f 
having the quality of adam 
isembhng the diamond in ha 
Adam's apple n (ca. 1775) 
formed by the largest cartik 
Adam's needle n (1791): an^ 
adapt \9-*diapt. a-\ vb [F or t 
to fit. fr. aptm apt. fit] vf (15 
.or situation) often by modifi 
ved*nessit 

I adapt, adiust. accomv 
one thing into correspond! 
{; cation according to cfiangi* 
J to the warmer dfimate) ADj 
, ' ^ correspondence or harmor 
*.nism {adjusted the budget 
. suggest ytdding or comprc 
vjftccommodatea his politics 
to bringing into harmony • 
prindple (refused to confon 
: J RECONaLE implies the demi 
.. congruity of things that st 
• 'what they said with what I i 
tdapt^able \3-'dap-t9-b9]. a-' 
: strrTABLE fjv see plastic • 
id*ap4a.tion Vad-,ap-*ti-sh3n 
adapting : the state of bdn{ 
. tal conditions: as a : ad jus 

■ ouality of stimulation b : 
that makes it more fit for exi 
ment 3 : something that is 

> into a new form — ad.ap.tf 
tioiMa.ly \-e\ adv 
wapt.er aUo adap*tor \D-*dap 

■ a : a device for connecting t 
apparatus b: an attachmer 
intended 

■dap-tion \»-*dap-sh3n, a-\ n ( 
aaap.tiTe \»-'dap-tiv, a-\ adj » 
Cff tendency toward adaptati 
r-ad4p.tiv.|.ty \^d-^p-\iv-: 
•ttptive radiation n (1902) : 
, tod ancestral form with pro. 
tad forms 

Adar \a-'dar. %.\ n [ME, fr. 
& 12th monti 

aaI*^^ see Momn table 
Ato She-iU \a-,dar-sha-'ne\ 

1901): VEADAR 

■Ato-i-al \C)a-*dak-sc-al\ adj 
^"'5 (as of an organ 

DOJ vf (14c) 1 : to join or . 
SK?^*?""'* <'^^ w acres t 
J?*i;n?> 2 : to s^y further 
to equivalent simple quantif 
« a group (don*t forget to '-■ 
ri*^ together or unitt 

(the movie will ^ to his 
Ijjsavings) add.able or ad 

rape WddQx nasomaculatd) ol 
«tt»d Vad-,end. 3-*dend\ n | 



T?7r^Op''V?f^^ alter. < 
Srf.l2c^^,''f^r^-akin too 

*»oad/v^ « I * ™ pommon \ 
Jr*«J>' • a terrcstria viper (t 

jSSS?>'«(asthrho 
«^f!y ved to be venoi 



performs addition 
»»e Vad-ara- t3g\ , 



if^^X^W^^^l'a-, -'dazh-Xadvorad/rit. fr. ad to + agio^ 
LL adjacens near at hand — more at ease^ T 1 724) : in an easy gracer 
manner : slowly — used chiefly as a direction in music ■ 

ladairio n. pi -gios (1754) 1 : a musical composition or movement 
adaao tempo 2 : a ballet duet by a man and woman or a mixed 
displaying difficult feats of balance, lifting, or spinning 




